The Philosophy of Love

This course will examine the nature of love in general, and particularly of erotic/romantic love. With any type of love there is a problem over who or what it is we are actually loving. Erotic love, which is so bound up with physical sensation and personal pleasure, shows in its starkest colours the difficulty of accommodating self with the other. 
Is romantic love biological, therefore universal, or just a cultural concoction, perhaps developed out of the cult of Courtly Love? Certainly it is a paradoxical combination of grossest animality with elegaic transcendence, of the spontaneous and the conventional, the free and the exclusive. We will look at its history over the last 2,000 years, along with ideas about the self, the nature of humanity, and what it is to be a man or a woman. With any luck, our discussion will include the personal as well as the theoretical.

Themes (each of which will cover more than one class)
1. Introduction: What is love – how far is it a matter of feeling, disposition, or behaviour? Exactly who or what do you love – the beloved’s attributes, body, essence? a projection or fantasy? What could it mean to ‘love someone for herself’? Who are you, the lover? 
2. Love of (and by) immortal, body-clogged souls. (Ancient Greece to the European Middle Ages) Eros as aspiration in Plato’s Symposium, and a brief glance at the Stoics and love-sickness, medieval theologians’ strictures on women, and Augustine on lust. 

3.  Love transfigured, involving body as well as soul. (Medieval France and the European Renaissance) Courtly Love, chivalry and gardens. A brief glance at developments out of Courtly Love – Montaigne, Donne, Shakespeare: 'None our parts so poor but was a race of heaven'. 

4.  Love of (and by) a sort of animal. (Romanticism, Darwinism and their 20th century legacy) Hume and Rousseau on ‘natural man’, Schopenhauer on the secret agenda of romantic love, Darwin on ape-descended emotions.

5. Love and It. Freud's id, J. B. Watson's behaviourism, and Futurist energy -- the authenticity of 'itness'. 1930s primitivism and free love exempt from jealousy – the impossible Utopias of Margaret Mead, Wilhelm Reich, and the anthropologists. 

6.  Love’s solipsism (20th and 21st century) Sartre: the intransigent Other and the impossible project of erotic love. Erotic love as a battle of genes or as pleasure-producing brain-chemicals – the reductionisms of evolutionary biology and neuroscience. As opposed to Wittgenstein’s Private Language Argument, Levinas and being led beyond the I. 

Reading List (I shall also email handouts)
Chronological

1 and 2) 

Plato                 *             Phaedrus 245b – 257a

                      ***             Symposium, especially 210a – 212c, 189c – 193e

Wack, Mary Frances     Lovesickness in the Middle Ages, introduction and chapter 1 (hard to get hold of – if anyone could find me a copy that isn’t too expensive, I’d gladly buy it) 

Augustine                      City of God, Book XIV, chap 15, para 3 – end of para 26

3) 

Capellanus, Andreas       The Art of Courtly Love (various translations and editions)

* Lewis, C.S.                  The Allegory of Love, ch. 1. (Oxford University Press, 1936)

Newman, F. X.    The Meaning of Courtly Love (State University of New York Press)                           

Milton, John                   Paradise Lost, Book 9

4)

Hume, David   Treatise of Human Nature, Book II Of the Passions, Part II, Section XI

Schopenhauer, A            World as Will and Representation, Volume 2, chap 44

Darwin, Charles                Expression of the Emotions in Man and Animals

5)

Freud, S     Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality, Part 3 ‘The Transformations of Puberty’, sections 1 – 4

                                          ‘Instincts and their Vicissitudes’ (1915)

Watson, J B    ‘Psychology as the Behaviorist Views It’ (in various anthologies on the mind/body problem, eg David Rosenthal’s The Nature of Mind)

                                          Behaviorism, chap 7

Mead, Margaret              Coming of Age in Samoa, chap 13 

Reich, Wilhelm       The Invasion of Compulsory Sex-Morality, preface and chap 1

6)

Sartre, J-P                        Being and Nothingness  Part 3, chap 3 

Merleau-Ponty, M             Phenomenology of Perception, Part 2, chap 4

General

* Solomon, R, Higgins, K, ed     The Philosophy of (Erotic) Love (University Press of Kansas)
* Hunt, Morton M     The Natural History of Love   (Hutchinson)

Singer, Irving      The Nature of Love (especially Volumes 1 and 2)   (MIT or Chicago Press)
Scruton, Roger               Sexual Desire   (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1986)

Gottschall, Jonathan and Nordlund, Marcus   ‘Romantic Love: A Literary Universal’ (Philosophy and Literature [a journal] 2006, 30: pp 432 - 452

Jankowiak, W.R., Fischer, E. F. 1992   ‘A Cross-cultural Perspective on Romantic Love’ (in various collections, e.g., Human Emotions (Blackwell)

Zeki, Semir and Bartels, Andreas   ‘The Neural Basis of Romantic Love’ Wellcome Department of Cognitive Psychology, UCL 

Or their article in NeuroImage 21 (2004) pp. 1155 - 1166

Buss, David        ‘The Evolution of Love’ in eds Sternberg and Weis The New Psychology of Love (or his similar essay in the Sternberg and Barnes The Psychology of Love)

Price, Carolyn     ‘What is the Point of Love’ (to be published; I have a copy to email)

* Weber, Max      Essays in Sociology, Part III, chap 13, section 7 ‘The Erotic Sphere’
* Frankfurt, Harry   The Reasons of Love (Princeton University Press)
De Rougemont, Denis    Love in the Western World (Princeton University Press, 1983)

1. What could it mean to ‘love someone for himself’? Do we just love people’s properties, or their relation to ourselves? The problem of subject and object. Plato’s egoistic Eros, but is Agape better? The Matrix, the Turing Test and Wittgenstein’s chair.                                                                    Reading: Plato’s Symposium
2. The paradoxes of falling in love – action and event, idealisation and intimacy, earthy yet transcendent, freeing yet compulsive, bacchanalian yet exclusive, unexpected and spontaneous yet conventional. Love as palpable feeling, and love as behaviour or over time. George Eliot’s floodmarks, Gabriel Marcel’s promising. 
3. The lover, says Sartre, ‘wants to be loved by a freedom but demands that this freedom as freedom should no longer be free.’ An examination of Sartre’s tortuous idea of the tortuousness and impossibilty of love.                                                Reading: Sartre Being and Nothingness Part 3, Chapter 3, sections 1 and 2.
4. Does it make any sense to talk about ‘real love’. An examination of Andre Gide’s puzzlement: if there is no difference between loving someone and imagining I love him, is there then no difference between imagining I love him less and loving him less, or can I only say that to myself because I have already begun to love him less?

5. Romantic love reduced – views in evolutionary biology, neuroscience, social constructionism. Did romantic love exist in the ancient world before the troubadors of Courtly Love in 11th century Languedoc? to romantic love to postmodernism (a brief look).  
6. The anthropology of love. Is there romantic love in the Trobriand Islands? Malinowski, Mead and others on the translatability (or not) of romantic love. If it does in fact exist outside the Western world (and before Courtly Love), can we discern something essential about it that persists through all the differences in different cultures and eras?
